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1. A pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines ajpcjfit waist 
region, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends betweep^^nd connects said 
waist regions, a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, ^ala absorbent article 
comprising: 

a) an absorbent chassis which defines an exterior surface, an interior surface 
opposite said exterior surface, a pair of laterally 9ja^)osed side edges and a pair of 
longitudinally opposed waist edges; 

b) a pair of opposed side panels;i/^ich extend outward from and between said 
side edges of said absorbent chassi^^ said front waist region and said back waist region 
of said absorbent article to defin^a waist opening and a pair of leg openings in said pant- 
like disposable absorbent arti6le. wherein each of said opposed side panels defines a first 
side margin which is pernplanently attached to said side edge of said absorbent chassis in 
one of said front waisjTegion and said back waist region of said absorbent article to 
provide a permanem joint and a second side margin which is releasably attached to said 
side edge of said absorbent chassis in an opposite waist region of said absorbent article 
to provide a /eleasable joint; and 

fastener permanently attached to each of said second side margins of said 
side RiETnels. wherein said fastener defines a fastener edge length in said longitudinal 
direction and said releasable joint defines a releasable joint length in said longitudinal 
Hrection, wherein said releasable joint length is greater than said fastener edge length. 



^^j^ \ 2. The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein said absorbent chassis comprises: 
V a) an outer cover; 

25 b) a bodyside liner which is connected to said outer cover in a superposed relation; 

and 

c) an absorbent core disposed between said outer cover and said bodyside liner. 



3. The absorbent article of claim 1 wher^n said fasteners are configured to refastenably 
30 engage said exterior surface of^id ^sbrbent chassis in said opposite waist region to 
assist in providing said releasableioint. 
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4. The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein said fasteners are hook^nd loop type 
fasteners. 

5. The absorbent article of claim 3 and further comprisirra^t least one attachment panel 
which is located on said exterior surface of said absoi^bent chassis wherein said fasteners 
are refastenably engaged to said attachment panej/ 
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6. The absorbent article of claim 3 wherein §aid absorbent chassis includes an outer 
cover which provides said exterior surface/of said absorbent chassis and wherein said 
fasteners are refastenably engaged direaly to said outer cover of said absorbent chassis. 
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7. The absorbent article of claim 1 ^wherein said side panels are extensible at least in said 
lateral direction. 

15 8. The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein said/eleasable joint length is at least about 
two times greater than said fastener edgejength. 
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9. The absorbent article of claim 1 when 
three times greater than said fastener 




said releasable joint length is at least about 
length. 



10. The absorbent article of claim 1 and further defining an article centerline in said 



p ^ ^ longitudinal direction wherein each of said fasteners/hcludes a fastener ear that is 

attached to said second side margin of said side i^anel and extends inwardly toward said 
article centerline when in a prefastened configuration; 
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1 1 . The absorbent article of claim 1 0 wh^ein said fastener ears are extensible at least in 
said lateral direction. 



12. The absorbent article of claim 1 wherein^ach of said releasable joints includes a 
30 releasable bond located on said secor)dT&i5fe margin which releasably bonds said second 
side margin of said side panels to safd sijde .^d^es of said absorbent chassis in said 
opposite waist region to assist in malfif^ining said pant-like, disposable absorbent article 
in a prefastened condition. 
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13. The absorbent article of claim 12 whereir^aid releasable bonds are ultrasonic bond%/ 

14. A pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines a front waist 
region, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and connects said 
waist regions, a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said absorbent gnicle 
comprising: 

a) an absorbent chassis which defines an exterior surface, an irrt^rior surface 
opposite said exterior surface, a pair of laterally opposed side edges^nd a pair of 
longitudinally opposed waist edges; 

b) a pair of opposed back panels which are permanently>6ttached to said side 
edges of said absorbent chassis in said back waist region of said absorbent article; 

c) a pair of opposed front panels which are releasabfy attached to said side edges 
of said absorbent chassis in said front waist region of saifl absorbent article to provide a 
pair of releasable joints wherein said front panel and sfaid back panel on each side edge of 
said absorbent chassis are connected together alorfg a side seam to define a waist 
opening and a pair of leg openings and provide ^id pant-like, releasable, disposable 
absorbent article; and 

d) a fastener permanently attached lb each of said front panels adjacent said 
releasable joint and configured to refastenably engage said exterior surface of said 
absorbent chassis in said front waist region, wherein said fastener defines a fastener 
edge length in said longitudinal direction and said releasable joint defines a releasable 
joint length in said longitudinal direction, wherein said releasable joint length is greater 
than said fastener edge length 

15. The absorbent article of claim 14 wherein said absorbent chassis includes an outer 
cover which provides saic/exterior surface of said absorbent chassis and wherein said 
fasteners are configure/1 to refastenably engage directly with said outer cover of said 
absorbent chassis. 



16. The absorber/t article of claim 14 wherein said side panels are extensible in at least 
said lateral direction. 
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17. The absorbent article of claim 14 v/h^ejh said releasable joint length is at least about 
two times greater than said fastener edge^ 
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18. The absorbent article of claim 74 




fn said releasable joint length is at least about 



three times greater than said fa^ener edge length. 

19. The absorbent article of claim 14 and further defining ajr^rtide centerline in said 
longitudinal direction wherein each of said fasteners in^tudes a fastener ear that is 
attached to said second side margin of said sideja^el and extends inwardly toward said 
article centerline when in a prefastened conjuration. 

20. The absorbent article of claim ip^herein each of said fastener ears are extensible in 
at least said lateral direction. / 

21 . The absorbent article of claim 14 whereiri/^ch of said releasable joints includes a 
releasable bond located on said secoprtf'^iefe margin which releasably bonds said second 
side margin of said side panels to dlaid^^rae edges of said absorbent chassis in said 
opposite waist region to assist in maintaining said pant-like, disposable absorbent article 
in a prefastened condition. 



22. The absorbent article of claim 21 whepein said releasable bonds are ultrasonic bonds. 



23. A pant-like, refastenable, disposable absorbent article which defines a front w^isf"^ 
region, a back waist region, a crotch region which extends between and conp^s said 
waist regions, a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, said absprbent article 
comprising: 

a) an absorbent chassis which defines an exteripp^rface, an interior surface 
opposite said exterior surface, a pair of laterally opiJosed side edges and a pair of 
longitudinally opposed waist edges; and 

b) a pair of opposed back paneteTwhich are permanently attached to said side 
edges of said absorbent chassis ipr^id back waist region of said absorbent article; 

c) a pair of opposed frdnt panels which are permanently attached to said side 
edges of said absorben^dhassis in said front waist region of said absorbent article 
wherein said frontja^el and said back panel are releasably connected together along a 
side seam to orovide a releasable joint and to define a waist opening and a pair of leg 
openings^d provide said absorbent article; and 
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d) a fastener permanently attached to eachpHaid back panels adjacent said side 
seams and configured to refastenably engage^e of said front panel and said exterior 
surface of said absorbent chassis in^ai^^front waist region, wherein said fastener defines 
a fastener edge length in saidlertgitudinal direction and said releasable joint defines a 
5 releasable joint length \ry&^d longitudinal direction, wherein said releasable joint length is 
greater than said f^^ner edge length. 



10 



'24. The absorbent article of claim 23 wherein said absortfent chassis includes an outer 
cover which provides said exterior surface of said absorbent chassis and wherein said 
fasteners are configured to refastenably engage directly with said outer cover of said 
absorbent chassis. 
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25. The absorbent article of clairj;K23 wherein said side panels are extensible in at least 
said lateral direction. 

26. The absorbent article of claim 23 wherein 9^d releasable joint length is at least about 
two times greater than said fastener edg^^ l^gth. 



27. The absorbent article of claim 
three times greater than said fast 




/herein said releasable joint length is at least about 
edge length. 



25 



28. The absorbent article of claim 23 and further defining^ article centerline in said 
longitudinal direction wherein each of said fastener^/rticludes a fastener ear that is 
attached to said second side margin of said si^e^anel and extends inwardly toward said 
article centerline when in a prefastened coi^guration. 



29. The absorbent article of clair 
said lateral direction. 



28 wherein said fastener ear is extensible in at least 



30 30. The absorbent article of claim 23 wherein eachyof said releasable joints includes a 

releasable bond located on said second sipfe rfiq/girryi^hich releasably bonds said second 
side margin of said side panels to said si(le ed&^s of said absorbent chassis in said 
opposite waist region to assist in maintainir^ said pant-like, disposable absorbent article 
in a prefastened condition. 
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^ aJp 1 31 . The absorbent article of claim 30^herein said releasable bonds are ultrasonic bonds. 



rn 



32 



